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“Beyond #Blessed” 

(Matthew 5:1-3) 
 

As Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount, describing what it looks like 
to follow Him and live for Him, He began with the secret of 
happiness...of living a blessed life. It wasn’t at all what people then or 
now would expect. Happiness is not a by-product of external 
circumstances. It comes instead from a right relationship to God. 
 
“And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God 
delivered them over to a corrupt mind so that they do what is not right. 
They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. 
They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are 
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of 
evil, disobedient to parents, senseless, untrustworthy, unloving, and 
unmerciful. Although they know God’s just sentence—that those who 
practice such things deserve to die—they not only do them, but even 
applaud others who practice them” (Romans 1:28-32, CSB). 
 
“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and looked down on everyone else: “Two men went up 
to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee was standing and praying like this about himself: ‘God, I thank 
you that I’m not like other people—greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of 
everything I get.’” (Luke 18:9-12, CSB). 
 
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even raise his eyes to 
heaven but kept striking his chest and saying, ‘God, have mercy on me, 
a sinner!’ I tell you, this one went down to his house justified rather than 
the other, because everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:13-14, CSB). 
 
 
 
 


