
 

SERMON NOTES  
Sunday, September 13, 2020 

 
“Blessings for the Hurting” 

(Matthew 5:4) 
 

This week we continue our series Beyond#Blessed. In an unhappy 
world, how can we find blessing and happiness beyond those brief 
moments of #Blessed? The second of Jesus’ Beatitudes may be the 
hardest to understand, “Blessed are they who mourn.” Many of us have 
a long list of things we are mourning for this year - Weddings, funerals, 
graduations, vacations, school life, work life and normal life have all 
been disrupted. How can we find blessing in our hurts and sufferings? 
 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not my 
ways” (Isaiah 55:8, CSB). 
 
1. We Suffer Because We Live in a Fallen World  

(2 Cor. 4:7–10) 
 

“Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary 
power may be from God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way 
but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; we are persecuted 
but not abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed. We always 
carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be displayed in our body (2 Corinthians 4:7-10, CBS).  
 
2. We Suffer Because God Uses It to Produce Good in Us  
(James 1:2–4) 
 
“Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
experience various trials, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. And let endurance have its full effect, so that you 
may be mature and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:2-4, CSB). 
 
3. Suffering Prepares Us for How God Will Use Us  
(2 Cor. 1:3–5) 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all comfort. He comforts us in all our affliction, 



 

so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, 
through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through Christ our comfort 
overflows” (2 Corinthians 1:3-5, CSB). 

 
4. Suffering Teaches Us That This World Is Not Our Final Home  
(2 Cor. 4:16–18) 
 
“Therefore, we do not give up. Even though our outer person is being 
destroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by day. For our 
momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely, 
incomparable eternal weight of glory. So we do not focus on what is 
seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18, CSB). 
 
“Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the 
morning” (Psalm 30:5, NASB). 
 
 
 


