
 

vSERMON NOTES v 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 

 
“OVERCOMING A MESSY PAST” 

(Matthew 1:1-16) 
 
At Christmastime, we celebrate Jesus’ coming, but why did Jesus come? 
The Bible shares several reasons, but one purpose for Christmas was to 
free us, by His grace, from the most messy past. 
 

• Your “mess” is ________________________________ but it 
is not _______________________.  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
• Avoid the trap of __________________________________. 

(Philippians 3:13-14) 
 

• ________________________ the “mess”. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 

• Don’t fight ________________________. (Proverbs 18:1) 

 
• Act ________________________. (Romans 12:2) 
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“OVERCOMING A MESSY PAST” 

(Matthew 1:1-16) 
 
At Christmastime, we celebrate Jesus’ coming, but why did Jesus come? 
The Bible shares several reasons, but one purpose for Christmas was to 
free us, by His grace, from the most messy past. 
 

• Your “mess” is    part of your story    but it is not   your 
identity  .  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
• Avoid the trap of   wishing for a better past  .  

            (Philippians 3:13-14) 
 

•    Address   the “mess”. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 

• Don’t fight   alone  . (Proverbs 18:1) 

 
• Act   differently  . (Romans 12:2) 

 


