ACTS 1:8 MISSIONS
Jesus said to His disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8, NIV).

What does this command mean for First Baptist Church Allen?
As we allocate resources and develop strategy for mission and ministry beyond the walls of our
church, we seek to balance our efforts according to an Acts 1:8 model.
Jerusalem (local) – This was the city where the disciples were when Jesus gave them the Acts
1:8 command. Our witness to Jesus Christ and His saving power begins at home in Allen, Texas.
We are to tell our friends and neighbors about Jesus. We are to seek to meet the needs of
people and minister in Jesus’ name.
EXAMPLES > Worship Together / Food Pantry

Judea (regional) – This was the province where Jerusalem was located. They were to take the
message outside the city. We are called to take the message of Christ to the state of Texas. It is
a large, growing and spiritually lost state. Through our missions efforts, we seek to strengthen
and encourage the work of the church and meet needs regionally and statewide.
EXAMPLE > Volunteer Christian Builders

Samaria (national) – This was a neighboring province and reminds us of our responsibility not
just for our city and state but for our nation as well. Our ministry reaches out to North
America. Like the Samaritans of the first century, our “Samaria” may include those who are
near to us but different from us economically, racially, spiritually, or culturally.
EXAMPLE > Mexico/Arlington

Ends of the Earth (international) – God has given each of us a responsibility for our world
coming to know Christ. We are committed to missions around the world. We can give and we
can pray in support of those who go but we can also go ourselves. We seek to involve members
of our church in missions ministry around the world in personal ways.
EXAMPLES > Kenya / Kenya / Kenya / Poland / Poland / Central America / Ivory
Coast / Russia / International

